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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Florida. 
f 

ENSURING THAT GOODS MADE 
WITH FORCED LABOR IN THE 
XINJIANG UYGHUR AUTONOMOUS 
REGION OF THE PEOPLE’S RE-
PUBLIC OF CHINA DO NOT 
ENTER THE UNITED STATES 
MARKET 

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, we have 
come down to the floor multiple times 
in the last few weeks trying to push 
the passage of our bipartisan Uyghur 
Forced Labor Prevention Act. 

For those who are not familiar with 
it at this point, it basically says that 
you can’t import products into the 
United States that are made by slave 
labor in Xinjiang or entities that are 
associated with the government of that 
region. If you are a company that is 
manufacturing in that area, you need 
to prove that slaves didn’t make it; the 
presumption is on you. 

It is already illegal, by the way, to 
bring goods made with slave labor. It 
has been that way since the thirties. 
Yet it still happens, and we know it is 
happening at an alarming, horrific 
rate, with the genocide that we now 
witness being carried out by the Chi-
nese Government in the Xinjiang re-
gion. 

This bill, which we hope, here in a 
few moments, passes today, will head 
to the President and will become law, 
and it will help tremendously in stop-
ping that from happening. 

Many companies have already taken 
steps to clean up their supply chains, 
and, frankly, they should have no con-
cerns about this law. Yet for those that 
have not done that, they will no longer 
be able to continue to make Ameri-
cans—every one of us, frankly—unwit-
ting accomplices in the atrocities and 
genocide that are being committed by 
the Chinese Communist Party. 

As if in legislative session, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 6256, which was received 
from the House; that the bill be consid-
ered read a third time and passed; and 
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from Connecticut. 
Mr. MURPHY. Reserving the right to 

object, first, let me thank the Senator 
from Florida for doing such great 
work, along with Senator MERKLEY and 
others, on this incredibly important 
piece of legislation. We are going to be 
able in a few moments to speak to-
gether, Republicans and Democrats, on 
our commitment to ending genocide in 
China. 

I want to thank the Senator for 
working with me to make sure that, as 
part of his unanimous consent request, 
we are going to be able to make sure 
we have personnel in place to properly 
implement this policy. We have dozens 
of State Department and Department 

of Defense nominees pending on this 
floor—more so than we have ever had 
at the end of a first-term, first-year 
Presidency—and we will, hopefully be-
fore we leave—we have to, before we 
leave, make substantial progress on 
this list in order to adequately protect 
our country. 

At the very least, as we put forward 
this important new policy, it does 
make sense to accompany it and its 
passage with three key personnel who 
will be in charge of implementing it. 

I believe we are going to be able to 
modify this request in the following 
manner. I would formally ask Senator 
RUBIO to modify this request that he 
has made to include the following re-
quest. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT 

Mr. MURPHY. I ask unanimous con-
sent that notwithstanding rule XXII, if 
applicable, at 4:30 p.m. today, the Sen-
ate proceed to the following nomina-
tions: Executive Calendar No. 525, R. 
Nicholas Burns, of Massachusetts, to 
be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the People’s Republic of 
China; Calendar No. 626, Ramin Toloui, 
of Iowa, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
State (Economic and Business Affairs); 
and Calendar No. 619, Rashad Hussain, 
of Virginia, to be Ambassador at Large 
for International Religious Freedom; 
that there be 10 minutes for debate 
equally divided in the usual form on 
the nominations en bloc; that upon the 
use or yielding back of that time, the 
Senate vote without intervening action 
or debate on the nominations in the 
order listed; that if the nominations 
are confirmed, the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate; and that the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection to the modification? 

The Senator from Florida. 
Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I have no 

objection to the modification. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 

objection to the request, as modified? 
Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The bill (H.R. 6256) was ordered to a 

third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:52 p.m., 
recessed until 2 p.m. and reassembled 
when called to order by the Presiding 
Officer (Mr. SCHATZ). 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa. 

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT 

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, this is 
Holly Durben from Shenandoah, IA. 

Holly was someone who loved animals 
and loved nature. She was a people per-
son. The thing that she loved most in 
the world was her family. 

But tragically, Holly took her last 
breath on the morning of July 18, 2009. 
Brian Davis murdered her in a small 
farmhouse just south of Shenandoah. 
Holly is one of the hundreds of women 
murdered annually by a current or 
former intimate partner—nearly three 
women a day. 

Americans are being devastated by a 
wave of violent crime. Night after 
night, folks turn on their local news 
and hear of yet another tragic story of 
murder, of rape, and violent crimes of 
all natures that are ravaging their 
community. 

In October, the United States re-
corded its highest spike in homicides 
in modern history. Last year the mur-
der rate in this country rose by 30 per-
cent. These murders are not being com-
mitted by law-abiding citizens. They 
are being committed by extremely dan-
gerous and violent criminals, like 
Brian Davis. 

The reality is victims like Holly 
Durben and violent criminals like 
Brian Davis have been locked in homes 
together for nearly 2 years during this 
pandemic. Violent convicted criminals 
like Brian Davis, who murdered Holly, 
his fiancee, should not have access to 
firearms. 

Law-abiding Americans need the 
ability to protect themselves from vio-
lent criminals like Brian Davis. Iowans 
are common sense. We are pragmatic. 
We take our Second Amendment rights 
incredibly serious. We value the safety 
of our communities, and we think it is 
right to punish violent criminals when 
they break the law and are convicted. 

This isn’t some crazy idea. Under 
current Federal law which has been on 
the books for decades and in State 
codes all across the country, there are 
violent crimes that result in con-
sequences like the inability to possess 
a firearm. For example, someone con-
victed of a felony forfeits many of their 
rights. Felons can’t be on a jury. They 
can’t work for the Federal Government 
or serve in the military. 

Felons, like murderers and drug 
kingpins, lose these rights when they 
commit and are convicted of their 
crimes. A fugitive from justice is not 
permitted to have a firearm; the same 
for those who are in this country ille-
gally. 

Under current law—current law—in-
dividuals who have been convicted of a 
misdemeanor domestic-violence crime 
are also on this list. As of today, if two 
individuals are married, the convicted 
abuser is held accountable, and that 
makes sense. But if they are not mar-
ried, the convicted violent abuser is 
not held accountable. 

I believe we need to get tough on 
crime, and I believe law-abiding gun 
owners in this country agree with me. 
Brian Davis, a violent, convicted crimi-
nal is not law abiding. 

I want to be crystal clear about a few 
things. One, what we are talking about 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:06 Dec 17, 2021 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00013 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G16DE6.021 S16DEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-12-17T07:28:54-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




